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Welcome Message

Yasuaki ARAKAWA
Chairman, the Organizing Committee

(Professor, The University of Shizuoka)

It is a great pleasure for me to open the 14" Symposium on Roles of Metals in Biological
Reaction, Biology and Medicine '04 (SRM2004) at Shizuoka and to welcome all of you to this
symposium. This symposium is an interdisciplinary scientific meeting dealing with the
relation between metals and organism, including the fields of an interaction between metals
and organism, biological activity and function of metals, structure and property of metal and
metal-complexes, analysis of metals, design of functional metal molecule and metal drug,
etc.

This symposium is designed to integrate the recent advances made by the various biological,
medical, chemical, analytical, environmental and nutritional disciplines in the rapidly

expanding field of metals. By bringing together investigators ranging in their interests from



chemistry to medicine, we have attempted to present a fairly comprehensive coverage.
Particularly in this symposium, we are going to focus our attention on the four main theme;
1) Isogenies of Drugs and Food, and Metals, 2) Essentiality and Toxicity of Metals, 3) Metal
Complexes and Organism, 4) Metal Allergy.

Research on metals is entering a period of mushrooming growth. Therefore, it is highly
desirable that interested scientists gather to report new advances, to review processes, to
discuss conflicting findings and divergent interpretations regarding metals, and to make
more meaningful plans for the future phases and directions of research.

We hope that your participation in this meeting will be rewarding to you and that sharing
ideas with colleagues will help deepen understanding and friendship.

Shizuoka is located in the central part of the main island of Japan. The surrounding area
provides excellent opportunities for participants to enjoy visits to scenic and interesting
spots such as Mt. Fuji or the hot springs of the Izu Peninsula. I wish all participants of the
14™ SRM a pleasant stay in Shizuoka and an enriching experience, both personal and
professional.

Finally, I wish to express my appreciation to the members of the council who assisted in
making this symposium, to the moderators, speakers, and other participants, and to the
dedicated staffs of the Secretariat for their valuable contributions. I would like to thank
many companies for the financial support and cooperation we received in organizing and

conducting this symposium.
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